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HOW TO OBTAIN A SCIENTIFIC COLLECTING PERMIT
This new applicant package contains the following information:

Laws and regulations concerning scientific collecting
Scientific Collecting Permit (SCP) Application
SCP Attachment Form

REGULATIONS
It is important that you read the Laws and Regulations regarding scientific collecting, so that you have a thorough
understanding of the requirements.  Please note that Fish and Game Code Section 45 includes invertebrates in the
definition of “fish”.  Therefore a SCP is required to collect native mollusks and native terrestrial/aquatic invertebrates.

Except for federal or state listed threatened or endangered species and raptorial birds, a SCP is not required for bird
banding activities when the bander possesses a Federal Bird Banding and Salvage Permit.

If you wish to take (capture, release, mark, sacrifice, or salvage) birds protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act you
must attach a copy of your appropriate federal permit authorizing this activity or request a Joint Migratory Bird Permit on
your SCP application.

A SCP is not needed to collect freshwater aquatic plants.

RELOCATION OF SPECIES
The SCP does not authorize animal relocation.  Relocation authorization must be obtained by contacting the local DFG
office prior to handling or relocating wildlife.

APPLICATION/PERMIT
When filling out the application, it is very important that you complete ALL sections.  Incomplete applications will
be returned and may delay the issuance of your permit.  To describe your purpose for collecting, please be brief
and use the space provided on the application form or on the SCP Attachment Form.  Remember to sign and date your
application and the SCP Attachment Form if it is used.

Please send your completed application with the appropriate fee to the Department of Fish and Game (DFG), License
and Revenue Branch, 3211 S Street, Sacramento, CA 95816.  Contact the License and Revenue Branch at
(916) 227-2225 if you need additional information.  Please allow a minimum of six to eight weeks for processing.  The
application will become your permit when validated and returned by the DFG.

SPECIAL ANIMAL LISTS
The animals on the lists of Fully Protected, Threatened, Endangered, and Special Concern Species are Standard
Exceptions to the SCP.  These lists are posted on the Department’s web page at www.dfg.ca.gov/whdab/html/lists.html.
Certain additional species, which you will find listed in the permit conditions and authorizations on the back of the SCP,
are also considered Standard Exceptions.  If you wish to take (capture, release, mark, or kill) any species listed in the
Standard Exceptions, you need a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and/or additional written authorizations to
your SCP.

Special Concern Species may be captured and released only while conducting documentation and identification activi-
ties (presence/absence surveys).  If you wish to conduct activities on Special Concern Species other than, or in
addition to, capture and release, such as marking or telemetry, you will need a MOU or additional written authorizations
to your SCP.  Please complete a SCP Attachment Form to request additional authorizations for Special Concern
Species.  Be sure to specify in your justification statement what activities you intend to conduct for each species of
concern.

To apply for a MOU or additional authorizations to your SCP, you must provide a detailed study proposal and a resume
detailing prior experience.  To have your name added to an existing MOU or permit, the principal investigator named in
the existing MOU or permit must seek approval from the DFG contact listed in their MOU or permit.

The Department would greatly appreciate you recording your field observations of rare, threatened, endangered, or
sensitive species for addition to the Natural Diversity Data Base.  The California Native Species Survey Form and
instructions for completing the form are posted on the Department’s web page at www.dfg.ca.gov/whdab/html/plants.html.

Send your request for a MOU, additional SCP authorizations, Special Animal Lists, or California Native Species Survey
Form to the DFG, License and Revenue Branch, 3211 S Street, Sacramento, CA 95816.

If you are taking any federally threatened or endangered species, YOU MUST ATTACH A COPY OF YOUR CURRENT
FEDERAL PERMIT TO YOUR SCP APPLICATION.


